
 

 

Appendix 1 
 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 11 June 2014 
Transcript of Agenda Item 4 – Mayor’s Report 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Very quickly, Members of the Assembly, I know that you want 

to talk about lots of things this morning.  Some of them will come up under the normal run of 

questions.  I just want to mention the people killed or seriously injured (KSI) on the roads, about which 

I know Members of the Assembly have been campaigning for a long time and about which there is a lot 

of concern. 

 

I am therefore pleased to say that the KSIs on London roads have fallen by 23% in 2013 to the lowest 

levels since records began.  Pedestrian KSIs are significantly down on last year.  The total is down 25% 

compared to 2012.  The total number of casualties on London’s roads is down 5% to the lowest level 

ever.  Just some of the highlights from the data.  There were 132 fatalities, I am sorry to say, with 

fatalities involving pedestrians down 6%.  That is still the second-lowest number since records began.  

Deaths involving powered two-wheelers - in other words, motorbikes, mopeds and also scooters - fell 

19%; that is 22, down from 27.  Cyclist deaths, as Members of the Assembly will know, are the same as 

where they were at 14.  We are also seeing significant reductions in KSIs and in pedestrian KSIs, and a 

reduction in the number of children who were killed or seriously injured on London’s roads.  Those 

numbers continue to fall with a 31% reduction to 187. 

 

That is very pleasing in view of the real pressures there are on our road network.  We know how 

congested that space is.  I think that tribute must be paid to the work of the emergency services, the 

London Ambulance Service (LAS), who do such a fantastic job of getting to serious accidents at great 

speed and helping to avert serious consequences, but also to the work of the Metropolitan Police 

Service (MPS) and Transport for London (TfL) in general in helping to bring those figures down.  We 

are on target, I believe, to reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured on London’s roads by 

40% by 2020 from the 2005-2009 baseline.  That was always a difficult target and, if I remember, we 

had some anxious conversations about that, but we do seem to be making progress. 

 

On the London Rental Standard, that was announced the other day and I think it is a very good idea to 

try to give piece of mind to hundreds of thousands of people in London who rent out their properties 

and to give them a way of knowing they are doing the right thing and to give renters - people who are 

tenants - the security and confidence of knowing that their landlords have the right accreditation.  I 

would encourage everybody taking up or seeking a tenancy to insist that their landlord subscribes to 

the London Rental Standard. 

 

We had a good summit on gang crime here in City Hall.  I know that several of you were there and a lot 

of work is being done to address that continuing problem.  It is not something that has disappeared by 

any manner or means.  It is still a major problem in London, but the techniques that are being used to 

tackle gang crime and to deal with the key nominals in the gangs are effective and are proving 

successful. 

 



 

 

We have seen the expansion of Westfield in West London with loads more homes and loads more jobs 

in that part of London.  The Commonwealth Games baton arrived.  HeadStart London, a new 

volunteering scheme, was announced the other day to help volunteers get valuable experience in the 

workplace and get them job-ready, a scheme that is being supported through Team London and 

through Veronica Wadley [Senior Advisor for Team London, Volunteering, Charities and Sponsorship]. 

 

You have asked me also, Members of the Assembly, about my diary over the last few years and where I 

have been and when and why.  I think you all pay tribute to the unbelievable transparency of this diary 

compared to previous such documents.  We tell you far more than any previous mayoralty used to do.  

It is perfectly true that if you take narrow periods, I have been to some places more than I have been to 

others in an official capacity, though I have been all across the city in all sorts of capacities, personal, 

political or otherwise.  I continue to be very proud of the record of having visited outer London about 

three times more than my predecessor.  Unless I specifically tell you otherwise, you will find me trawling 

the streets of outer London, canvassing support, explaining what we are doing and generally getting on 

with my job. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you.  Do you want to say anything about Uber? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sorry.  Forgive me.  Yes.  As the Members of the Assembly 

will know, there is currently a dispute about the legality of the Uber app, which is a way of getting a 

taxi or getting a minicab, I should say.  The issue is whether or not that app is in conformity with the 

1907 hackney carriage Act [London Cab and Stage Carriage Act 1907], as Members of the Assembly 

will understand.  Our advice at the moment in TfL is that there is no breach of the law. 

 

It is very important, however, that we support the London taxi trade.  We believe in the black cab trade.  

It is absolutely vital that London should continue to be served by taxis that have disabled access, that 

you can hail in the street and that will always have somebody at the wheel who knows the city and who 

knows what they are doing and who has the Knowledge.  That is the service that the black cab trade 

provides and it will always continue to provide that.  What you cannot do is dis-invent technology.  We 

cannot magic the internet out of existence.  The app is there.  We are now testing in the court whether 

or not it is legal. 

 

I would make a second point about Uber, which is that to the best of my knowledge there is some 

doubt about the location of the incorporation of this company and therefore its tax domicile.  It is 

difficult to us to licence something that is not incorporated in this country, so that is also something we 

are looking at very keenly indeed. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  All right.  Thank you.  We have run over five minutes, but I think it 

was important to make that point. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Forgive me.  Yes. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  I have indications from several Members who would like to ask 

questions.  Assembly Member Cleverly, you were the first person to get in. 

 



 

 

James Cleverly AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I wanted just to turn back to your opening remarks 

about the reduction of KSIs on the roads.  You quite rightly highlighted the good work of the LAS, the 

MPS and TfL, but will you also put on record your thanks to the London Fire Brigade? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  They are often the first responders to road traffic accidents and their extrication 

work, which you saw when we went to Beckton -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is a superb new training facility. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  Absolutely.  Their work enables the emergency medical responders to actually 

get to those injured, so will you also put on record your thanks to them? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely.  I did.  If my memory serves me, I did say “the 

emergency services”, but I will single out specifically the work of the Fire Brigade and everything that 

they do.  I agree that it was fantastic to see that new training facility in Beckton, probably the best in 

the world, I would say, an amazing new fire training facility. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  Thank you. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  In 2013, you had overseas trips to Zurich, Nice, Paris, Dubai, China and 

Kuwait.  There is no problem with you promoting London overseas, to my mind. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Good. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Do you not think Londoners who will be affected by the schemes you discuss 

abroad should have the same amount of your valuable time to discuss with them the impact of your 

plans, compared to the amount of time you spend with the overseas developers to whom you are 

paying court? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As you know, Andrew, we have abundant time here in these 

sessions of the Assembly where you as the heroic and elected representative of your constituency, as 

you still are by your fingernails, are able to put questions to me about any matter that you wish.  If I 

may humbly submit to you, it will be a better use of the time we have available to address the 

substance of whatever issue it is you wish to raise. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  In 2013, you visited the Savoy Hotel three times.  That is more visits than you 

made in Barnet, in my constituency.  You came once to the Peel Centre, the police college.  You went 

to Brent to visit the Champions League final at Wembley, again, not really meeting local people.  The 

Savoy saw more of you than Bromley, Bexley, Croydon, Enfield, Greenwich, Haringey, Hillingdon, 

Lewisham, Merton, Sutton or Richmond.  You are officially a 'zone 1 mayor', are you not? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You can pick out chunks of time where you can claim that over 

that period of time I have not been to such-and-such a place as much as I have been to another place.  

It is a pretty fatuous exercise, particularly when you consider that I have been out and about across 



 

 

London far more than my predecessor.  Actually, you were not around when my predecessor was here, 

but other Members will recall.  I go regularly to all parts of the city and I am glad and delighted that 

you have at least supported what I think is vital for London: that we continue to promote the city 

overseas and continue to attract inward investment. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  BBC’s Sunday Politics played clip after clip of you attacking your predecessor 

for spending more time in Havana than Henley. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  He did. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  As you spent more time in Paris than in Purley, in Nice than in Neasden and in 

Doha than in Dagenham, you are nothing but a hypocrite, are you not? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You have probably spent more time in Southwark than you 

have in Southampton. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Southampton is not in London, is it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  This is a completely meaningless exercise. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  It shows your lack of grasp of the geography of London if you think 

Southampton is in London. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It will be shortly.  My territorial ambitions do not extend to 

Southampton, before there is some misapprehension. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  They will be relieved. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not know.  They would be thrilled to get the Oyster cards.  

Let us be realistic.  It is not possible to be everywhere at once.  If you look at the timetable that I have, 

it is pretty punchy.  It gets me out to the whole of the city pretty regularly.  As I said in my opening 

answer, you will find chunks of time when you can argue that I have been in central London more than 

I have been in some parts of outer London.  That is an inevitable part of the job, unfortunately. 

 

Here we are in Southwark.  We are inevitably in Southwark quite a lot.  Perhaps we could rotate City 

Hall around the outer boroughs, rather like the European Parliament.  Perhaps we could have a system 

of a rotating siège.  The seat of City Hall could be moved.  How about that?  That would be a very 

good use of taxpayers’ money, would it not, Dismore?  No. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Actually, there would be something to be said for taking the Assembly 

meetings like this around London so people can see for themselves what a useless Mayor you actually 

are. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You are kind to say so, but people have the opportunity to 

come here, Andrew, and to see us and to listen to your brilliantly acute questioning and to see what we 



 

 

do.  Actually, by and large, people respect City Hall and the Assembly.  They listen to the work that is 

done and a lot of good work is done here. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you.   

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Mr Mayor, given the probably thousands of photographs I have taken on behalf 

of Londoners of you with them grinning on the Tube and in buses and all the rest of it, if Assembly 

Member Dismore went on Twitter, he would get all the evidence he needs to see that you spread 

yourself around.  On the foreign trips in particular, do you not think it would be odd for the mayor of a 

city that had just hosted the Olympic Games, when the world came and in particular we ran a big 

business programme, that you would not follow up those leads by having many dates of foreign travel 

to capitalise on that huge investment? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Can I congratulate you yet again, Kit, on a characteristically 

brilliant point?  You have actually reminded me of one of the few things I can remember from 

Ken Livingstone’s [former Mayor of London] manifesto last time around and Valerie [Shawcross AM] 

will remember this because she was his deputy candidate.  He said exactly that.  The first thing he 

would do after finishing the Olympics was jet off around the world.  Does anybody remember that on 

the Labour side?  They are all looking rather busy over there. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Shuffling their papers. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  “Who is Ken Livingstone?” said Biggs.  There is the transience 

of politics.  Is that not a transient piece, “Who is Ken Livingstone?” 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Are we finished there, Kit? 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Yes, I have made my point. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Johnson? 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  Thank you.  I have absolutely no problem with you going abroad as Mayor in 

principle, but it depends what you do.  Is it appropriate that you are primarily using these trips to 

promote speculation in London’s property market?  The official brochure from London & Partners that 

you take over talks about opportunities in the rental market.  Are you not embarrassed that you are 

simply encouraging yet more speculation in London’s property market, pushing prices up further for 

ordinary Londoners and making the housing crisis even worse? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  That is probably, in a hotly contested field, the most 

economically illiterate question you have ever asked.  If you remember what happened in 2007/2008, 

we saw a disastrous financial crisis, an absence of liquidity and a catastrophic shortage of banking 

ability to lend and to get housing going.  We have had to deal with that with a lot of gap financing, as 

you know.  We are on target to build 100,000 affordable homes.  However, it is also vital if you are 

going to be a great global city, to attract overseas investment to get those projects going.  If you look 

around our city and you look at the projects that are now underway, I am afraid you cannot deny that 

international investment and international confidence in London is of vital importance.  Are you really 



 

 

saying, for instance, that you would have told Qatari Diar and Delancey to bog off and not come and 

invest in the Olympic Village?  If so, say so now.  What are you saying? 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  No, what my concern is that you are going overseas to attract billionaire 

investors to buy property that they do not want to live in, that is left empty and that pushes prices up 

for the ordinary Londoner. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  That is not right.  If you look at the rate of empty 

properties in London, they are at about 0.7% of the stock, which is the lowest they have ever been.  

The rate of foreign investment in foreign homes bought in London by volume is still at about 6%, 

which is where it has been over the last 30 years or so.  It is the same as it was in 1990, for instance. 

 

Where you are right, Darren, is to be concerned about homes being bought by international investors 

and then used as banks in the sky.  That certainly is a phenomenon in some parts of prime London and 

it is something that I absolutely dislike.  It is wrong and I urge councils to use the powers they already 

have - and only one of them has so far exercised this power - to impose a punitive council tax on 

international investors who buy a flat or buy a home and leave it empty. 

 

I will make a further point.  We have obviously been working with the developers to make sure that 

these homes in prime London when they come on the market are marketed simultaneously here in 

Britain, here in London, as they are around the world.  It is absolutely vital.  There is a further thing we 

need to do because Londoners and people in the United Kingdom (UK) are still disadvantaged.  With 

the way the mortgage market works in this country, very often a cash investor from overseas will have a 

much better chance of getting that property off-plan than someone from London, simply because you 

cannot get a mortgage in advance.  The next step is to look at ways of insisting - and we are still 

talking about a minority, a relatively small number of homes - that Londoners, people in this city, are 

not financially disadvantaged when it comes to buying those homes.  You are going to be hearing a bit 

more about that in the course of the next few months. 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  I will leave it there, Chair.  Thank you. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor, for your update on the taxis and the minicab 

industry.  I hope we would all agree that going to the court for a legal ruling on the taxi meter issue is 

an appropriate step to take and I think that is wise. 

 

Of course, for many women in this city, the regulation of the minicab industry was a great step forward.  

We all felt empowered to use the minicabs.  Can I firstly urge you to make sure that the issue of this 

operating model is looked at extremely closely?  We do not want to see any undermining of the safety 

standards of the taxi and minicab industry in London. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Completely.  Valerie, first of all, I want to thank you and thank 

your side of the argument for supporting us in putting this to the court.  I think that is the right thing 

to do.  The model really needs to be properly explored.  We need to work out whether this will deliver 

the regulation in terms of safety that the black cab trade provides.  London has been through all sorts 

of things.  We have had the whole Worboys [John Worboys, convicted British serial rapist] experience.  

We know the downsides of all this.  They are very, very considerable.  We have to get it right. 



 

 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM:  I do think, from one thing you said in your introduction, Mayor, there is 

a real contradiction here.  On the one hand, this company seems to be saying they fall within the 

London licencing regulatory framework when it suits them.  On the other hand, we do understand that 

they are operating commercially from the Netherlands and it is quite likely that they fall out of a large 

part of the UK tax regulatory system. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is precisely the point. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM:  Just to say briefly, Mr Mayor, I hope we can all agree that the interests 

of the passengers in London lie in there being fair competition, really high standards of public safety 

maintained in the system and, actually, some steps taken to stop, prevent and reduce aggressive tax 

planning in this context.  I am sure all of our taxi drivers and minicab drivers in London are British 

taxpayers. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  They are and they let you know about them. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM:  We want to make sure that there is not a cake-and-ha’penny option for 

any operator. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I appreciate what you are saying here and you are putting your 

finger on all the key issues.  Those are the issues for me.  There is this legal problem about the status 

of the taxi meter.  We have to sort that out.  Then there are additional problems that need to be 

worked out.  The safety of passengers has to be paramount. We also have to look at whether   it is a 

British incorporated company or not. You cannot have your cake and eat it.  We certainly want to sort 

that out. 

 

I just want to go back to where I started, though.  We cannot dis-invent technology.  One thing I would 

say to the black cab trade is that we love them.  We love the black cab trade.  We support them, we 

want them to be there in perpetuity and we want them to have a great future.  Somehow or other, it is 

also up to black cab drivers to become the master of this technology, to make it theirs and to find ways 

of getting these apps to serve the black cab trade as well. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM:  It is your job to regulate it, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM:  Thank you. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Mr Mayor, you are quite right that we cannot uninvent technology, but do you 

recognise that, whether it is in taxis or hotels, these disruptive technologies actually pose a big 

question for city authorities about regulation?  We cannot have it both ways.  We cannot hold black 

cabs back from competing by over-regulating them and then allow less regulation in another sector of 

the market. 

 



 

 

Where we are also seeing a problem with this is a company called Airbnb in hotels.  Hotels in London 

operate under huge regulation.  Obviously the Government is now putting under threat the short 

letting issue in London and there is a question for us about whether we can maintain these carefully 

constructed regulations in the face of new technology. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is a very, very interesting question, Kit.  Airbnb poses a very 

similar problem.  The internet is an incredible liberator of humanity.  It allows people to interact with 

each other far faster and Airbnb, as I understand it, allows people effectively to become private hotels 

but without regulation.  What it basically, I think, enables you to do is to find somebody who could 

come and be a lodger for a short term. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Stay in your spare room, yes, for a couple of nights. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The question for us is whether we say, “Absolutely not”.  Do we 

forbid that or do we try to think of a way in which we could make that work for the city?  It might 

actually be that it helps with accommodation problems and helps with tourism because we have a 

massive shortage of hotel beds in London.  Other cities around the world seem to be making Airbnb 

work.  Is it something that we could make work in the interests of the consumer?  In the end, as Valerie 

[Shawcross] says, the interests of the passenger and the interests of the potential hotel guest are also 

very important in these conversations. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Fundamentally, I guess the question I am asking is: do you realise that whatever 

the outcome of whether these technologies are allowed to operate in our city, there should be a level 

playing field and the same regulation should apply to everybody who participates in the market so you 

do not have participants who are disadvantaged because of historical regulation? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  It depends.  I would need to be exactly clear which 

regulations we are talking about and in which sense you mean them to apply across the board.  

Whether or not you are going to insist that anybody who lets out their room has to have the full 

panoply of authorities and checks that a hotel has, I am not certain of that. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Or whether the hotel does not have to anymore because they are competing.   

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  We are straying a little bit - a lot, actually - beyond the original 

parameters of the discussion here. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  I was going to make a small example about the protest today.  I am not sure that 

Uber cars that operate have to be inspected every six months, whereas black cabs do. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  That is the point that Val [Shawcross] raised. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  The point is that you only allow them to compete should they have the inspected 

cabs. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  On the safety of passengers, it is absolutely vital that what is 

sauce for the goose should be sauce for the gander.  If the minicab trade and the black cab trade have 



 

 

different sets of regulations and different sets of safety provisions, then that is a recipe for chaos, so 

yes. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  We may end up just generally deregulating. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is obviously not where we are going to go because it is our 

job to protect the interests of the customer, to protect the interests of the travelling public in London 

and to protect the reputation of London as a place where you are safe to get a taxi.  That is of huge 

importance to our city. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you.   

 

 


